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The Congo Basin is very important for understanding non-marine

ostracodes' faunal turnover, from Jurassic until Cenozoic. Grekoff made
interesting investigations describing several ostracods from the Congo Basin
(1957, 1958, 1960). “Grès Polymorphes” is the first sedimentary unity of
Congo Basin in Cenozoic. Biostratigraphic studies conducted by Grekoff (1958),
based on ostracodes, attributed an Eocene to Oligo-Miocene age to the “Grès
Polymorphes”. Colin (1994) confirmed an Eocene age based on characeans
occurrences.

The subject of this work was reillustrate the samples from Grekoff
Collections (Royal Museum for Central Africa – Tervuren, Belgium) using SEM
images to provide references for future systematics investigations, and useful
bioestratigraphical and paleoenvirolmental applications. The samples were
composed by 3 genera and 4 species: Cypris farnhami; Cypris G. P. 542; ?
Erpetocypris G. P. 542 and ? Gomphocythere L234.
Cypris farhami is considered a good fossil index of “Grès Polymorphe”. We

kept the original nomenclature from Grekoff due to historical reasons.
Diagnoses, catalog numbers, and dimensions were taken from the original
publications.

Figure 1: Congo basin and Grekoff localities (Grekoff, 1958).

Gomphocythere ? L234

(Originally from Grekoff, 1958, Plate III, 
Figure 4)

1. Left valve view (only valve)
2. Dorsal view (only valve)

Cypris farnhami

(Originally from Grekoff,
1958, Plate II, figures 3-9)

1. Left valve view
2. Dorsal view

(2 specimens)

Cypris G.P 542

(Originally from Grekoff,
1958, Plate II, figures
10-11)

1. Left valve view
2. Dorsal view

(2 specimens)

Erpetocypris ? G.P. 542

(Originally from Grekoff, 1958, Plate III,
figures 14-15)

1. Right valve view
2. Dorsal view
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The photographs were taken by the first author using Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM image credits: Cenpes / PETROBRAS).


